
The Washington
Family Tour

Fredericksburg, VA
 

George Washington influenced not only Fredericksburg’s history,
but also the new nation he helped form. This 4 hour 45 minute
tour emphasizes the Washington Family and Fredericksburg's

colonial history. Visit as many as six sites with strong Washington
connections.

 
 

Haley Backlund
Tourism Services Coordinator
540-372-1216

hpbacklund@fredericksburgva.gov
groupsatfred.com
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Stop 1
Ferry Farm — Located on the banks of the Rappahannock River is the site of George Washington’s boyhood
home where he, his sister Betty, and brothers Samuel, John and Charles grew up. His family moved to Ferry
Farm when he was 6, and he lived there until the age of 22.  According to legend, young George chopped his
father’s cherry tree here. At the age of 11, George inherited the farm upon his father’s death, and his mother,
Mary Ball Washington, lived here until 1772 when George bought a house in Fredericksburg for her. At Ferry
Farm today, archaeologists have unearthed Indian artifacts dating back 10,000 years, early 18th-century
home sites and Civil War artifacts. Built using the same construction methods use during the time of
Washington, the replica of his boyhood home is a very good example of early American architecture. There is
also a garden featuring plants that would have been grown during the Washington’s residence.  Allow 60
minutes.

Stop 2
Hugh Mercer Apothecary Shop — George Washington befriended Mercer, an expatriate Scotsman, during the
French and Indian War. It was at Washington’s suggestion he began his medical practice in Fredericksburg,
where Mercer’s patients included the Washington family, until he joined the Continental Army in 1776. He died
heroically at the Battle of Princeton. Allow 45 minutes.

Stop 3
Rising Sun Tavern — Built by Charles Washington as his home in 1760, the building was later operated as a
tavern and served as the social center of town. Although the tavern lost its liquor license in 1823, the tavern
wench today can serve an enjoyable shot of living history. Evening candlelight tours are available.  Allow 45
minutes.

Stop 4
Mary Washington House — Purchased by Washington for his mother in 1772, this home is a simple frame house
where she spent her last 17 years. Her English-style garden has been restored and the house contains some of her
prized personal possessions as well as many fine period pieces. Allow 45 minutes.

Stop 5
Historic Kenmore — is the elegant historic Georgian-style brick mansion of George Washington’s sister, Betty,
and her patriot husband, Colonel Fielding Lewis. The mansion is known for its ornate plasterwork ceilings and
the Aesop’s fable theme in the dining room overmantel is said to have been suggested by Washington
himself. A reproduction of 1700’s wall to wall carpet shows a vibrant color scheme, similar to what would have
been the original floor covering.  Allow 60 minutes.

Stop 6
Mary Washington Monument and Meditation Rock - The monument marks the grave of Mary Washington.
Work on the monument started in 1789, but remained unfinished for many years. In 1893, the Daughters of the
American Revolution started a fundraising campaign to finish the monument.  It was completed and
dedicated in 1894.  The nearby “Meditation Rock” was a place where Mary Washington frequently went to pray
and meditate during the last 17 years of her life when she lived in Fredericksburg.  



About Fredericksburg, Virginia
Fredericksburg, VA tells America’s story - from 1608 when Captain John
Smith sailed up the Rappahannock River to George Washington’s childhood
and adolescence to John DeBaptiste, a free Black man fighting in the
Revolutionary War to the Civil War with four major battles and where 10,000
enslaved people crossed the river to freedom, to Reconstruction and the
fight for Civil Rights and social justice.  The region is filled with historic sites
and compelling stories, a phenomenal food and drink scene and is all easily
accessible just off the interstate.

Location
Fredericksburg, VA is located fifty miles south of Washington, D.C. on
Interstate 95, midway between Washington, D.C. and Richmond, Virginia.

Mileage From Major Cities to
Fredericksburg

Albany.…..…….……….437
Baltimore.………..……106
Boston…...……………..529
Charleston, WV....…..309
Cleveland……....……..427
Detroit………...………..577
Montreal…....………….655
Newport….…...………..472
New York City…....…..290
Philadelphia.…...……..210
Pittsburgh…….....…….295
Toronto…..….....………592
Washington, DC......... 50
Wilmington, DE...……178

Services
Itinerary Planning / Confirm reservations at historic sites, with guide service
/ Referrals for dining and lodging / Access to on-line Videos / Brochures


